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IF THERE ARE TOO MANY 
NEEDS TO REASONABLY 
ADDRESS, THE TEAM 
SHOULD PRIORITIZE THE 
NEEDS BY CONSIDERING: 
 
1.  Is the need aligned to the  
    general curriculum? 
 
2.  How does the need impact  
     future performance? 
 
3.  Does the need impact the  
     student’s level of  
     independence? 
 
4.  Is it necessary for subsequent 
     learning? 
 
5.  Is it necessary for post- 
    secondary education or work? 

REVIEW THE PRESENT LEVELS OF ACADEMIC AND FUNCTIONAL 
PERFORMANCE AND IDENTIFIED NEEDS 

 
(NEEDS SHOULD BE THE RESULT OF THE STUDENT’S DISABILITY 
AND REFLECT THE NEED THAT REQUIRES SPECIALLY DESIGNED 
INSTRUCTION, I.E.  WHAT DOES THE STUDENT NEED TO LEARN 

TO DO?  THE NEEDS SHOULD BE RELATED TO THE CONTENT 
STANDARDS.  IN ADDITION, THE TEAM MAY IDENTIFY ANY 

OTHER NEEDS, SUCH AS BEHAVIOR OR COMMUNICATION THAT 
ARE INTERFERING WITH THE STUDENT’S ABILITY TO ACCESS 

AND PROGRESS IN THE GENERAL CURRICULUM.) 
 

REVIEW INDICATORS AT THE NEXT LOWER 
GRADE LEVEL.  IF THESE INDICATORS ARE 

RELATED TO THE STUDENT’S NEED AND 
APPROPRIATELY REPRESENT WHAT THE 

STUDENT CAN AND SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO, 
OR WHAT THE STUDENT CAN MEANINGFULLY 

WORK TOWARD WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR, 
THEN THEY SHOULD SERVE AS THE BASIS 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SHORT 

TERM OBJECTIVES.  IF NEEDED, REPEAT THE 
PROCESS AT EACH LOWER GRADE LEVEL 

UNTIL THE INDICATORS REPRESENT WHAT 
THE STUDENT SHOULD REASONABLY LEARN 

AND BE ABLE TO DO IN ONE YEAR BASED 
UPON THE STUDENT’S SKILLS AS REFLECTED 
IN THE Present levels of academic achievement 

and functional performance 

DEVELOP THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES BASED UPON NEED FOR 
SPECIALLY DESIGNED INSTRUCTION 

LOCATE/IDENTIFY THE STANDARD THAT MOST CLOSELY 
RELATES TO THE STUDENT’S NEED 

LOCATE AND REVIEW THE INDICATORS FOR THE STANDARD AT THE STUDENT’S ASSIGNED GRADE LEVEL.   
DO THE GRADE LEVEL INDICATORS DESCRIBE WHAT THE IEP TEAM BELIEVES THE STUDENT SHOULD BE ABLE TO LEARN AND DO WITHIN ONE 

YEAR BASED UPON THE STUDENT’S CURRENT SKILLS AS REFLECTED IN THE Present levels of academic achievement and functional performance? 
SOME INDICATORS ADDRESS BROAD SKILLS COVERED IN THE ENTIRE GRADE BAND, WHILE OTHERS DESCRIBE MORE SPECIFIC, DISCRETE 

SEQUENTIAL SKILLS

USE THE GRADE LEVEL  INDICATORS 
MOST CLOSELY RELATED TO THE 

STUDENT’S NEED TO SERVE AS THE 
BASIS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

MEASURABLE ANNUAL GOALS 
 

USE BROADER INDICATORS OR 
COMBINE SIMILAR INDICATORS TO 
DEVELOP AN ANNUAL GOAL THAT 

STATES WHAT THE STUDENT WILL BE 
ABLE TO DO WITHIN ONE YEAR 

 
DEVELOP MEASURABLE SHORT-TERM 

OBJECTIVES THAT DETAIL STEPS 
LEADING TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF 

THE ANNUAL GOAL 
 

CONSIDER INCLUDING NEEDED 
ACCOMMODATIONS WITHIN THE 

OBJECTIVE 

THE IEP TEAM NEEDS TO DETERMINE WHY  
THE STUDENT CANNOT LEARN THE GRADE 

LEVEL INDICATOR(S) 

IS EACH NEED DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE CONTENT 
STANDARDS? 

NOT APPROPRIATE FOR THE IEP 
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USE OF THIS FLOWCHART: 
 

This flowchart is designed to assist teachers, administrators, related service personnel and parents 
in determining appropriate Annual Goals and Short-term Instructional Objectives that are 
connected to the Ohio Content Standards.  Technical assistance is available from SEO-SERRC staff. 


